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‘TOWN OF CLAREMONT,
ANNUAL MEETING, MARCH 12, 1872.
THE

WARRANT.

To the inhabitants of the Town of Claremont, in the County
of Sullivan, in said State, qualified to vote in town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town House, ing

said Claremont, on Tuesday, the twelfth day of March, next,
at nine o'clock, in the forenoon, to act upon the following
— subjects:
Ist, To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. ;
2d, To bring in your votes for Governor, Councilor, Senator, Railroad ‘Commissioner, County Treasurer, Register of
Deeds, and County Commissioner.
od, To determine the number of Representatives the
town will choose the present year.
Ath, To choose one or more Representatives to represent
the town in the General Court to be holden at Concord on
the first Wednesday of June next.

5th, To choose all necessary Town Orricers for the year
ensuing.
6th, "To choose a Hien Scuoot ComMMITTEE be the Stevens High School for the year ensuing.
7th, To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise for the support of Scnoots the present year.
Sth, To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise for the repairs of Higuways and Bribgss the ensuing year.
9th, To see what sum of money the towt will vote to
raise for the Lean Expenses of the town the ensuing year.
* 10th, To see what

sum

of money the town will vote

raise to pay the Drs of the town.
11th, To see what sum of money the town

pay Enetnn Men in addition
by law.

to

will vote to.
to what they are entitled to

3

12th, To determine how the Scoot Monzy shall be
divided among the school districts the present year.
13th, To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise for the support of Srreet Liars the coming year.
14th, To see if the town will direct a piscounr to be made
to those persons who shall pay their raxzs within such periods as the town may limit, in accordance with Chapter 54,
Section 17, General Statutes.
15th, To see what provision the town will make with
reference to the payment of its contribution of One Hundred
Thousand

Dollars in aid of the Sugar

River

Ratt Roap,

and take such action on the subject as may be thought proper.
16ht, To see if the town will vote to build one or more
ResERvorRs in addition to the present number, and raise
money therefor.
17th, To see if the town will vote to EXEMPT FROM TAXA-’
TIon any and all establishments proposed to be erected. or
put in operation for the manufacture of fabrics of Cotton,
Wool, Wood, Iron, or any other material and the capital
used in operating the same, for a term not exceeding ten
years, in accordance with an act in amendment of Section
nine of Chapter forty-nine of the General Statutes.
18th, To see if the town will vote to instruct the Selectmen TO HAVE NO CORRESPONDENCE OR COMMUNICATION, officially, with the Sugar River Railroad Corporation, or any
officers thereof, until they are instructed to do so by a
major vote at a Town Meeting legally called and held at
some future time.»
19th, To see if the town will adopt the provisions of an
act entitled an act enabling towns to aBoursH THEIR SouooL
Disrricts in certain cases, approved July 2, 1870.
20th, To cHoosH APPRAISERS to appraise the School
Property in said town.
21st, To choose a Boarp or Epucarron for the ensuing
ear.
224, To see if the town will vote to BUILD OR PURCHASE

Any Scuoort Houses and other necessary buildings therefor;
to repair, alter, or remove any of the School Houses in said
town, and to furnish the same with all necessary apparatus
and furniture for the use of the schools therein; to decide
upon the location thereof and purchase land therefor.
23d, To see if the town will vote to smLL ANY or THE

Scuoot Housus in said town, or the lands whereon they are
erected.

4
24th, To

see if the town

will vote to PETITION

THE

LEGISLATURE to pass an aet authorizing the town To ALLOW
AND PAY MILEAGE to scholars attending school in town or
to their parents and guardians.

25th, To see if the town will raise a Committee for the
purpose, or instruet the Selectmen to have a fall and complete PLAN oF THE NEW CEMETERY, with the names of the
occupants of all the lots, made and kept. on file in the Town
Clerk’s office, and, also, to report what course ought to be
taken with regard to lots only partly oceupied; and, also,
to see if the town will vote to HAVE THE CEMETERY: INCLOSED BY A NEW FENCE, of iron, wood or stone, and appropriate money therefor.

26th, To see if the town will vote to raise or appropriate
any money to pay the instructor of the Cornet Banp the
ensuing

year.

27th, To see if the town will instruct the Selectmen to
ERECT A CistERN of some durable material, on the Common,
and provide water for the same, and raise money therefor.
28th, To see if the town will vote to BuILp A Court
Hovusrk AND oTHER County Buixipines, free of expense to
the County, provided Claremont be made the county seat.
29th, To see if the town will raise a Committee for the
purpose, or instruct the Selectmen to ERECT A CISTERN OR
FOUNTAIN IN THE NEW CEMETERY, and provide water therefor,
and make
therefor.

other

improvments

therein, and
a

raise

money

30:h To see if the town will vote to ALTER THE BOUNDARIES of any of the school districts in the town, or make new

districts and define their boundaries,

31st, To see if the town will adopt the following resolution, viz. Resolved, That the interests of the town of Claremont demand that the SuLLIvAN Savines InstTITUTION SHALL
EXAC! ONLY sIX PER CENT. INTEREST from townsmen hiring
money of them to improve the town.

Given under our hands and seai this twenty-fourth day of
Febiuary, A. D. eighteen hundred and seventy-two.
SrePHEN FE’. Rossrrser, ) Selectmen
Franeis Locks,
0
Henry Cosy,
Claremont.
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For THE YEAR ENDING Marcga 1, 1872.

VALUATION oF Town, Aprit 1, 1871.

Real Estate, including Factories and
Machinery,
$1,525,738.00
Personal Estate,
525,928.00

Ten hundred and sixty-five Polls at
$ 150.00 each,
159,750.00
—__——— $2,211,416
Less, amount exempt,
33,472
$ 2,177,944
The rate of taxation is $ 1.67 on one hundred dollars, in
money, and 12 cents in labor on highway.
The amount of tax required to be assessed by law, and
by vote of the town is as follows:

For State Tax,

$9204.00

County Tax,
Schooling as required by law,

5676.72
5369.00

Stevens High School,
Support of Poor,
Paying debts and interest,
Legal Expenses,
Fire Department,
Street Lights,
Fence for high school lot,
Hose carriage and hose,

2000.00
500.00
6860.00
3000.00
500.00
250.00
200.00
1200.00

Tax on dogs,
Percentage about 42 per

195.00

s

cent.,
1631.69
School House Tax in District No. 9,

$36,586.41
497.94
$ 37,084.35

6
RECEIPTS

INTO

THE

TREASURY.

Balance in Treasury March 1, 1871,
Cash from J. Ww. Bradley, taxes for 1870,
“¢ . Interest . *
J. P Gove, personal seis
sold,

James Barker, 2.85, J. Clegg, 13.91,
C. A. Cutter,
Rent of Cemetery Land,
=» | _ \.
Circus Licenses,
8. F. Rossiter, personal property sold,
County of Sullivan, interest,

$884.05
1,000.00
160.38
29.19
16.76
5.80
(135.00
_ 60.00
31.70
18.02
911.49
54.12

cf
Panper account,
S. F. Rossiter, personal property sold,
Thatcher, Auction License,
50.00
Savings Bank Tax,
3,095.97
Rail Road
:
17.52
Literary Fund,
270.90
M. A. Nott, school money overdrawn,
55.00
W. H. H. Allen, fines,
59.00
S. F: Rossiter, rent of School Land,
45.00
Use of Town House,
417.75
Liquor Agent,
:
404.00
A. H. Danforth, taxes,
35,898.20

$43,675.45
:
$5,761.11
1,429.59
4,932.00

DISBURSEMENTS.
For support of Schools, (District)
Poor,
Interest on Town debt,
Sextons Services,

260.50

Highways and Bridges,
Damage by Dogs,

508.63
105.00

Incidentals,

*

2,149.97

Town Officers,

1,665.12

Paying Town Debt,
Building School Houses,
Abatement of taxes,
Discount on taxes,
Fire Department, -

5,000.00
485.97
756.25
947.88
2,221.17

Stevens High

School,

é

|

2,012.04

State Tax,

9,204.00

County Tax,

5,676.72
$ 43,121.95

INCIDENTAL

EXPENSES.

Paid_C. M. Bingham, for stamps,
50
H. OC. Fitch, for gas,
84.00
A. R. Cummings, records of births and eaths, 5.25
A. J. Flagg,
kt
i
1.25
C. A. Volk,
"
.
8.25
C. E. Hake
+
“
:
1.75
G. G. Livingston, wood,
2.67
J. H. Rugg, lighiing street lights,
50.00
J. Weber, printing,
19.00
J. W. Bradley, sheriff’s fees,
3.97
S. F. Rossiter, expenses to Concord, and moving safe,
9.80
C. P. Ellis, water and expense on tub,
12.20
H. ©. Fitch, gas,
81.50
National Eagle, printing,
80.00
I. Hitchcock, repairing street lamps,
10.00
H. C. Fitch, band stand, gas, and repairs on
lamp,
292.25
R. Morrison, work on reservoir,

13.52

S. F. Rossiter, expense to Concord,
Claremont M’f’g Co., printing,

7.00
48.06

J. H. Carter, damage,

263.50

H. L. Hubbard, expense to Manchester,
C. O. Hastman, books and stationery,

20.00
7.70

F. Whitcomb, water,
C. E. Baker, damage,
S. A. Sabine, wood,

I. Hitchcock, repairing street lights,
T. B. Fletcher, water,
A. Hunt, post,
W. O. C. Woodbury, repairing town clock,
A. F. Danforth, sheriff fees,
Claremont Stationery Oo., stationery,
Tra Colby, Jr., legal services,
meee Hs Hi: Allen, Justice fag,
A. Burrill, expenses at Town House,

6.00
4.00
5.00
3.00
3.00
16.00
9.75
5.04
4.91
25,86
44.98
33.00

G. H. Riteall. cement, &e.

36.56

;

Charles H. Dole, for barrels,

3.00

|

3.00

BE, 8. Chellis, water,
H. C. Fitch, gas,
John M. Whipple, refunded on taxes,
H. P, Shedd, rent of cemetery,
Francis

Locke,

expenses

to Concord

47.50
8.29
6.00
and

23.11

Brattleboro, &c.,

E. L. Cushing & H. W. Parker, legal advice
on R. Jarvis Commnittee,

S. F, Rossiter, expense to Concord,
E. L. Cushing, services,
Francis Locke, chimneys for town hall,
J. H. Rugg, expense on street lamps,
O. B. Way, recording births and deaths,
H. C. Fitch, gas,

1. Hitchcock, expense on street lamps,
H. L. Hubbard, iron bedstead for Lobby,

FB. Neal, freight,
George W. Howe, repairing chimneys,
Francis Locke, repairs on Davis’ house,
H. C. Fitch, gas,
J. W. Robinson, insurance,
T. J. Lasier, printing,
Edward Ainsworth, wood,

J. Sparling, repairing lobby,
R. Pettee, use of water,
M. L. Goward, use of water,
J.P. Brewer, for chimney tops,
L. Severance, whitewashing,
J. Woodbury, for grapples,
H. C. Fitch, gas,
J. C. Jones, damage,

G. H. Severance, repairing chimneys,

10.00
0.25
34,23
17.00

3.00

4,25

69.50
10.55
2.10
15.77
83.21
8.62
102.50
250.00
100.00
77.00

2..50
8.00
3.00
11.00
8.75
4.62
118.50
20.00
5.05
ere

ee

$ 2,149.97

9
FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Paid Engine men, Nos. 3 and 4,
K. H. Jacques, No, 1,

$552.40
5.00

A. E. Parmelee, labor,
1.25
H. E. Barrett, labor on hydrant and reservoirs, 13.30
Cyrus Hurd,
“
K
17.00
Rubber Hose Co. for Hose,
1,4°2.00
H. E. Barrett, refilling & repair’g reservoirs,
17.60
jseaoe Barrekt, bal. to Rugg for filling reservoirs, 10.00

J. H. Rugg, steward,
8.00
S. Glidden, repairs on reservoirs,
2.00
I. Hitchcock, repairs on hydrant,
16.52
J. Sparling, steward,
11.75
G. A: Stone & Co., lanterns, &e.,
15.20
H. 8. Parmelee, lead bar,
8.00
J. H. Rugg, steward,
7.00
G. H. Stowell, hardware, repairs on reservoirs, 46.15
J. Sparling, steward,
18.00
D. Severance, repairs on reservoir,
Hey
QO
T. D. Kimball, for three years rent of land
for engine house,

15.00

2,221.17
TOWN OFFICERS.
Paid C. M. Bingham, services as moderator,
H. W. Parker, auditor,
S. M. Wood, special police,
Wn. Clark, town clerk,

$12.50
9.00
2.00
20.00

J. M. Whipple, treasurer,
R. H. Jewett, special police,
A. H. Danforth, collector,
C. 8. Allen, police service,
H. L. Hubbard, “
Wm. Clark, liquor agent,
Estate T. R. Gowdy, town clerk,
R. Jarvis, Com. on L. Perry’s tax ac’t.
KF, Locke, perv ices as selectman,
overseer of poor,
H. Colby, “
selectman,
8. F. Rossiter, service as selectman,
W.&E. Tutherly, “
auditor,

75.00
5.00
175.00
50.00
25.00
250.00
30 00
5.00
191.25
50.00
256.50
$25.12
18,60

A. Dickinson,
C. O. Eastman,

18.00
147.75

e
*

é
town clerk,

$1,665.12

10°
LIQUOR
For THIRTEEN

AGENT’S
Montus,

ENDING

REPORT.
Maro

1, 1872.

Amount of liquor on hand Mar. 1,’72, $238.14
Cash paid into Town Treasury,
154.00
4
Agent’s salary,
250.00

$642.14

Amount of liquor on hand Feb. 1,’71, $208.52
Agent’s salary,
250.00

$458,52

ee

ee

Profit to the town,
Amount received for sales of fGdols:
paid for liquors and fr eight, $ 1,421.60 |
Agent’s salary,
250.00
paid into Town Treasury,
454.00

PAUPER

ee

$ 183.62
$ 1,825.60

$ 1,825.60

ACCOUNT.

Due from County, March 1, 1872,
Cash received by F. Locke, from Co.,

$97.69
911.59

Due from County, March 1, 1871,

$78.75

Cash drawn from Town Treasury,

1,429.59

$1,009.24
$1,508.34

Net cost of supporting poor,

$499.10

STEVENS

HIGH SCHOOL.
RECEIPTS.
In hands of Treasurer Mar. 1, 1871, $15414
Received of town since,
1,600.00
‘as income of Stevens Fund, 1,500.00
iy
ASO LULLION,
112.00

-

$ 3,366.14

EXPENSES.
Paid Teachers,
$ 2,614.68
A. N. Perkins,
200.00
Coal and gas,
260.18
For books, apparatus, printing
and stationery,
110.86
Sundries,
174.81
Total expense of High School,
Leaving in hands of Treasurer Mar. 1, 1872,

3,360.53
5.61
$3366.14

ist
PUBLIC
Am’t
‘¢
*¢
«

SCHOOLS.

of
«
“
«¢

money raised according to law, $5,369.00
Literary Fund,
270.90
School-land rent,
—
45.00
Railroad Tax,
9.90
——# 5,694.80
Paid Superintending School Committee,
125.00

_ Net amount paid out for public schools,
$ 5,069.80
Which was divided by vote of the town—§ 75.00 to each
district and the remainder by the scholar givng to 1256
scholars, $ 8.80 each.
Mstrict. Scholars.
No. 1
317
%
43
a
38
Aiken
138

5

37

6
7
8

16
54.
22

9
10

55
8

Amount.
$ 1,121.10
216.90
200.40
200.40

©

| District. Scholars.
11
- 50
12
15
1ap a
Ba
14
22

197.10

15

150

127.80
250.20
147.60

16
17
18

11
319
395

111.80
1,127.70
190.50

256.50
101.40

19

8

101.40

FUNDED

570.00

ne

1256

Town bonds
S
July 1,
Town bonds

Amount.
240.00
124.50
134.40
147.60

$ 5569.80

DEBT.

outstanding Mar. 1, 1871,
$ 82,000.00
drawn Jan. 1, 1871, .paid
1871,
2,000.00
purchased Nov. 1, 1871, 3,000.00
—-——
$5,000.00

Leaving due as principal,

Coupons unpaid,
Int. from Jan. 1, 1872, to March 1, 1872,

Making total due on Bonds,

$ 77,000 00

99 00
770 00

$ 77,869.00

—
>

{2
LIABILITIES

OF TOWN.

Bonded debt,
Unpaid orders,
Total debt, March 1,

$77,869.00
1.77
—— $77,870.77

©

ASSETS.
Balance in Treasury March 1, 1872,
Due from County,
“rent of Cemetery land,
“Collector of 1871,
ae

$431.56
97.65
33.75
1,186.15

“interest,

120.60

——
Indebtedness over and above assets,

$1,869.71
$ 76,001.06

There is, also, due from the State as equalization of
War claims, for the payment of which the bonds are not
issued, the sum of $24,833.33.

In addition to the above there is a balance in the hands
of J. W. Bradley, Collector for 1868 and 1869, interest
collected on taxes,

STEVENS

HIGH

SCHOOL

FUND.

~

The amount presented to the Trustees of the Stevens
High School by Col. Paran Stevens, in Jan. 1868 is now
loaned on Real Estate security, interest at 8 per cent., payable semi-annually,

10,000.00

Gain on the fund deposited in Sullivan Savings
Institution,
819.56
The Committee of the Stevens High School have received
700.00 from Col. Paran Stevens toward the running expenses, for the past year and have assurances that the same
amount may be expected from him annually until such
time as it will be convenient to donate another sum of
$10,000.00.
WILLIAM E. TOTHERLY,
D. W. JOHNSON,
Auditors.
AURELIUS DICKINSON.

©

13
ESTIMATE
The Selectmen recommend

FOR

1872.

raising the following sums

for the year ensuing, in addition to the amount required
to be raised by law.
For Highways,
2,900.00
Support of Poor,
500.00
Payment of debt and interest,
5,060.00
Incidental expenses,
3,000.00
Stevens High School,
2,200.00
Fire department,
600.00

Street Lights,

300.00
STEPHEN F. ROSSITER,
FRANCIS LOCKE,
HENRY COLBY,

FIRE

Selectmen.

DEPARTMENT.

CHIEF ENGINEER’S REPORT.
As Chief Engineer of the Fire Department, I would respectfully submit the following report for the year ending
March, 1872.

The services of the Department have been called into
requisition but once, the past year, and, although the supply
of water was limited, the flames were confined to the build-

ing in which it originated.
The resources of the Department have.been increased
the past year by the purchase of 1000 feet of the most
approved kind of Rubber Lined Linen Hose.
In my report of last year, I also recommended the purchase of a Hose Carriage for the new hose, so that it could
be used either in connection with the Engines or separately,
as the case might require; but the appropriation being too
small, the purchase of the carriage had to be deferred, and

the hose has been divided between Engine Co’s. No. 8
and 4.
Two or more Reservoirs should be built this spring; one
near the Town House, and one on Central Street, and also
one on Pleasant Street, near the railroad crossing.
H. E. BARRETT.
Claremont, N. H., March 1, 1872.
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Winter.
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-
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46

66
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a
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Inter.
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se oc
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eoreccece

FL 8. Chellig sta...

Martha J.°@ove: tana cae
Marshall 8. Rossiter,.......
Marcia A. GOV Ginsctibe
le.eks

R. R. Bunnell,.....

George H. Ayers,.
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. |Imogen H. Barnes..........
Ada By Ayers, 3aioe

15/G. Rowell,..........

570.00

Hliza,.J: Kendall ad iccns

Heda Bailey, sche

«6

ae

Annie HA BYing uceenersaces
ee

16 John Towne,.......
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Gram.
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“ee

ay
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ee
e
t
a

ehus4nevegunguarnr
4S
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REPORT
OF THE

SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS
IN THE

TOWN OF CLAREMONT, FOR
ENDING MARCH 1, 1872.

THE

YEAR

Fiiow-Cirizens :—
In compliance with the statute of this State concerning the duties of the Superintendent of Schools, and, also, in accordance with your vote passed at our last annual
March meeting, I now respectfully submit the following
report of the schools entrusted, by you to my supervision,
for the past year.
District No. f.

Primary Department.—Miss Jennie V. Greene, teacher.
Miss Greene has peculiar natural gifts, thorough acquaintance

with the first principles of knowledge, and, also, we

judge, an abiding consciousness that there is really no higher
department of useful labor than that of giving direction to
the first efforts of mind. Miss Greene has just closed her
tenth term in connection with this department, and we are
informed, upon good authority, that no person has ever
been known to say aught against the school.
Intermediate Department.—
Miss Mary E. Sleeper, teacher. Miss Sleeper is decidedly one of our best teachers.
She is an excellent disciplinarian, and gives her scholars
that thorough drill which is so essential in order to make
a school a success.

Grammar Department.—Miss Mary Etta Colby, teacher.
Miss Colby’s qualities, both to govern and to instruct, are
too well known to the people of Claremont to need any
laudatory remarks. Miss Colby has taught nine consecutive
terms in connection with this department, and during the
past year, she has fully sustained her past reputation. Miss
Colby has succeeded admirably in fitting scholars for the
High School, and is deserving of much praise in this
respect.

a
a

17
District No. 2.

Summer and Fall terms were taught by Miss Agnes J.
Graves. Miss Graves felt a deep interest in the welfare of
her pupils, and she roused them nobly.
Winter term, Mr. Frank P. Newman, of Washington,
teacher.
This was Mr. Newman’s first experience in
teaching; but he proved himself equal to the task, and
kept an excellent school. We think better order has
been maintained in this school, during the past year, than
has characterized it in the past.
District No. 3.

The Summer term was taught by Miss Edna J. Pope.
We think Miss Pope’s success compared favorably with
other teachers in town, of her experience. Whole number
of scholars fourteen—average nine.
The Winter term was taught by your Superintendent.
Whole number of scholars twenty-three—average nineteen.
District No. 4.

First term taught by Miss Belle H. Lewis. Miss Lewis
is a teacher of long experience, and we think her pupils
made very praiseworthy improvement.
Miss Winnie Robinson, who attended this school, we consider the best scholar
that attended any Summer term of school in town.
The Winter term was taught by Miss Mary J. Sanborn.

This has been considered one of the hardest schools in town;
but during the past year the scholars are worthy of commendation for their general good deportment.
District No. 5.

Miss Flora Hi. Bailey had charge of this school during
both terms, Summer and Winter.
Miss Bailey labored
earnestly for her pupils, and the school was a success.
District No. 6.

Miss Lizzie J. Putnam of N. Charlestown, teacher for
Summer term. This was Miss Putnam’s first experience in
teaching, but she was successful to a very good degree.

The Winter term was taught by Miss Edna L. Copel and,
of Unity. Miss Copeland had taught this school previously,
and the district was fortunate in securing her services for
another term.

18
District No. 7.

This school, during the Summer, was under the care and
instruction of Miss Julia A. Flanders.
Miss Flanders was
a little moderate in her discipline, but firm. We requested the pupils in this district to “ cease to do evil, and learn
to do well,’ and we think they did so to a very good degree.
Mr. Fred W. Blanchard of Lempster, had charge of the
school during the Winter.
Mr. Blanchard is a teacher of
enviable reputation, which, in the present case, was well
sustained.
District No. 8.

=

Miss Charlotte B. Long, teacher of Summer term. Miss
Long is a fine scholar.
Her pupils gave evidence that they
had made very great improvement.
The Winter term of this school was taught by Miss Mary
W. Putnam.
Miss Putnam labored assiduously to make
her scholars practical, and, we judge, she was successful to
more than an ordinary degree.
District No. 9.

Miss Sarah L. Morrill, teacher during the entire year.
Miss Morrill is a thorough and practical teacher, her
scholars being able to tell the “why” of the operations
perforemd.
Miss Morrill resides in the district, and has
taught the school for several terms past. If there was any

fault in the school it was a lack of discipline.
District No. 10.

Miss Mary J. Dooley, teacher for

Summer,

and

Miss

Clara G. Rogers, for Fall term.
This School, the first
term, numbered four pupils, average three. The second
term the whole number was five average four. We think
the scholars made very good improvement, but four scholars are too few for a school.
‘This district should be annexed to adjoining ones, or a new one formed that would
include more scholars.
District No. il.
Miss Martha J. Gove, of Goshen, teacher first term. We
do not think Miss Gove is a first class teacher; still, it is
our judgment, if the district had labored as earnestly to
promote the welfare of the school as did the teacher, they
might have had a fair school.
As it was, the school was —
the nearest to a failure of any in town for the current year,
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Mr. Marshall S. Rossiter had charge of the school during
the remainder of the year. Mr. Rossiter is deserving of
much credit for his labors in this district. He proved himself equal to every emergency. Good order was maintained,
and the teacher was universally liked.
District No. 1.

Miss Marcia A. Gove, of Goshen, teacher of Summer
School. A small but an excellent school.
Winter term taught by Miss Hattie EK. Copeland, of Unity.
Miss Copeland was equally and even more successful.
District No. is.

Summer term, Miss Mary M. Ager, teacher.
Miss Ager
labored faithfully for her pupils; but they failed to do
themselves or their teacher justice, at the final examination,
on accuunt. of the hesitation and speaking less audibly than
was desirable.
Miss Imogen E. Barnes teacher of Winter term. We
requested the teacher to rouse the scholars in the particular
before mentioned.
She did so to a very good degree, and
the scholars made very commendable improvement in their
studies.
District No. #4.

There were not many scholars, but the few were interesting, intelligent, and well-disposed.
The school appeared to be very pleasant and profitable. Miss Ada E. Ayers
teacher for the year.
District No. 15.

Miss
Annie

Eliza J. Kendall, teacher of Primary, and Miss
E. Bliss, of Grammar

Department.

The

fact that

each of these teachers have, previous to this year, taught
several terms of school in this district, is conelnsive evidence
of the high esteem in which they are held by the citizens
of this district. It is the opinion of your Superintendent
that their confidence has not been misplaced.
District No. 16.

There

was

no Summer

school.

The

Fall and Winter

terms were taught by Miss Kate M. Rossiter.
Miss Rossiter was persevering in her efforts to promote order and
advance the school.
We here listened to the best recitation in Grammar, from a class of beginners, of any school

in town.

Miss Rossiter is evidently ‘apt to teach.”
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District No, 18.

No Summer school.

Fall term taught by Miss Marcia

A. Gove of Goshen.
Miss Gove succeeded in gaining the
confidence and-love of her pupils; consequently the term
was very pleasant and profitable.

Miss Julia E. Roys teacher of Winter term.

We do not

know why Miss Roys was not equally as successful,
District No. 19.

There

was

commenced
teacher.

no Summer

nor Fall school.

Winter

term

Monday January first. Miss Helen H. Smith,
What

I have

said in regard to District No. 10

may also apply to this.

MISCELLANEOUS

REMARKS.

In noticing each district and teacher separately, it has
been

our

endeavor

to “set

down

naught in malice, or

naught extenuate,” but to do justice to all parties concerned.

BOOKS.
Your committee has not made any change in books during the past year; not because we think, in every respect,
the best are in use, but for the reason that we judge too

frequent a change in books embarrasses the pupils, makes.
the teacher extra labor, and is a needless expense to the
parent.

ADDITIONAL
We

think

the

BRANCHES,

time in our district schools should

be

mostly, if not wholly, devoted to the common English
studies.
We have not given our consent that more than
one higher English study should be pursued in any school;
and not even that to the neglect of other branchies,
We would recommend that more attention be given in
our schools to reading and spelling, especially the latter;
that teachers require their scholars to spell in writing as
well as orally; to pronounce the word correctly before it ts
spelled; to pronounce each syllable as it is spelled; and to
allow the pupils to-try but once upon a word.

PRUDENTIAL

COMMITTEES,

Much has been said, and much has been written concern-

ing the important duties of the Prudential
More needs to be said.

Cemmittee.

As many do not seem to under-
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stand the duties of said committee, suffice it here to quote
the Jaw in relation to their duties.
‘«The Prudential Committee shall select and hire teachers
for the district, provide them board, furnish necessary fuel,
make such occasional repairs, as may be necessary, not ex+
ceeding in amount five per cent. of the school-money of
the district, notify the Superintending Committee of the
commencement and close of schools, and give such information and assistance as may be necessary for the performance of their duties.”
If Prudential Committees would also remember that no
teacher is entitled to his pay until he has returned the
school register to the Superintendent, and received from

him a certificate to this effect, they would often relieve the
Superintendent of the embarassment of having the registers
returned with blanks improperly filled, and in some instances of their not being returned at all.
HOME INFLUENCE.
Few difficulties occur in the management and discipline
of our schools, the cause of which cannot be traced to the
parents. Cases occur where some old pique is allowed to
be carried into school; in others a division exists, a wilfub
and disgraceful opposition to the effect, if one party is satis=
fied the other wzl/ not acquiesce, but will ruin the school if
possible. We think a better knowledge of all our school
laws would often prevent mistakes,

A digest of the school

laws ought to be found in every district.

Parental govern-

ment at home will ordinarily secure good results at school.
We have earnestly endeavored, during the past year, to
raise the standard of our schools, in every respect, especially in point of discipline. We have assured the teachers
at the very outset, that they would have our sympathy and
our hearty cooperation if necessary.
We trust our labors in
this respect have not been wholly in vain. But parents and
guardians must remember, if they would have their schools
governed well, they must sustain the teacher; not by taking or appearing to take, in the slightest degree, the government out of his hands; but by codperating in every
proper way, so as to give the impression that the teacher
is governor and must be sustained. Children will be slow
to disobey at school, when they know that such a course
will sw’ely be condemned at home.
Teaching a child rebellion against a school law, may lay the foundation for
rebellion against evel law.

22

IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE

AND TARDINESS.

We are unwilling to close this report without calling the
attention of parents and guardians to the starting facts in
relation to irregular attendance and tardiness.
Our school
records show great remissness in this respect. It is found
on examination that the members of our schools are absent,
including tardiness, on an average, about one-fourth of the
time. Parents should look upon this subject in the light
_ its importance

demands,

and not suffer their children and

others to be injured as they are. We believe the remedy
Hes main/y with the parents, but they should hail with delight any action on the part of teachers which may have a
tendency to correct this evil. The irregular attendance of
a child at school is an evil which not only embraces the

loss of time, but it exerts a bad influence upon the feelings
and ‘character of the child. This influence does not cease
with the years of childhood, and it is an injury which
money can never remunerate.

In conclusion your committee would urge the necessity
of parents and friends of education visiting the schools more
frequently, and invariably to appoint none but lve men for
prudential committees.
We would congratulate you on the
success of your schools the past year; and although it must
be confessed there are some things to condemn in regard to
our schools, there are also many things to approve.
While we report the most of our schools as being eminently successful, we rejoice that we are not compelled to
report any one term during the year as a failure.

For further particulars see Statistical Table, which precedes this Report for the convenience of the printer.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
LEWIS W. SANBORN, |
Superintending School Committee of Claremont.
Claremont, N. H., March 1, 1872.
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NO. 17.

THE SoMERSWoRTH ACT; FOR THE YEAR ENDING
Marcy 1872.

year, in this District, has been

divided, as

heretofore, into three terms—Summer, Fall and Winter.
The former custom of sustaining four schools, one Grammar, one Intermediate and two Primary, has also been continued. Hach school has been in session during the year
twenty-eight weeks and four days. This short time is unusual and very insufficient. All the teachers have, fortunately, been continued through the three terms, without
change.
Miss Maria J. Walker has taught the Grammar school,
Miss Ella M. Davis the Intermediate, Miss Annie EK. Carr
the Pearl Street, and Miss Martha S. Moore the Terrace,
These are all earnest, faithful, practical and efficient
teachers.
One hundred and ninety-two different scholars have been
in attendance during the year.
One hundred and fifty-three
is the largest number registered for a single term, and one
hundred and twenty-six is the average attendance for the
year.
The schools have been graded and classified so far as
circumstances would admit.
The Grammar Department
is divided into two grades, the Intermediate two, and the
Primary four—with several irregular classes which were
unavoidable.
The attempt has been made to form these
grades into a regularly ascending series, from the lowest in
the Primary Department to the highest in the Grammar.
This series, it will be seen, consists of eight grades. The
time designed for completing the course of study in each
grade, is one year. Pupils can, therefore, pass through
these successive grades, and be prepared to enter the High
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School in eight years, provided they enter at a proper age,
and make good use of their time thereafter.
This, I say, is the plan we have attempted to inangurate
and carry out; but the defects in our school system admit
of its being done only in a very unsatisfactory manner.
The terms are too short to allow scholars to complete the
prescribed course of study, neither is the number of scholars sufficiently large to operate a thoroughly graded system with profit and economy.
These difficulties become
apparent ona little reflection.
An efficient system for schools, of the character of our
own, requires about ten grades. These should be formed into classes of, perhaps, twenty-five pupils, all of nearly equal
attainment and capacity. ‘Two classes, or fifty pupils—and
in some instances this number may be increased—should
be in each school. A thorough course of study, adapted
to each grade, should be arranged, and the schools be in
session thirty-six or forty weeks, annually.
A glance will convince any one that District No. 17
does not furnish these necessary conditions. To divide her
scholars into ten classes would make them all too small,
and some of them ruinously so. In fact, some would number not more than three or four scholars as is the case in
several instances at the present time. ‘These small classes
accomplish much less than those having twenty or more
members, because of the difficulty of maintaining a healthy
degree of strife and enthusiasm.
But another, and per-—
haps greater objection, is the increased and unnecessary
expense which would be incurred. No teacher, unless it
be in the lower grades, should have charge of more than
two classes; for nearly an hour should be devoted to each
regular recitation, be the number in the class five or twentyfive.
This would make five teachers and five schools, necessary in No. 17, when, in reality, three are amply suffi-

cient to instruct a number of scholars as large as the present number in the four schools, provided they are well
classified. The facts are these: Every well-graded system
requires about ten grades, and not less than five teachers.
The same is true whether there are fifty or two hundred
and fifty pupils to be provided for.
These statements
show that No, 17 is now supporting one more school than
the number of scholars requires; and yet, by reason of the
difficulty of grading, the fourth one cannot be dispensed
with.
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I say, then, that our present system is both inefficient
and expensive.
How is it to be remediled? The plan
which I have recommended, in my three ast town reports,
is the one I still adhere to with increased

confidence, and

again urge it for your most careful consderation, believing
it to be the one most likely to meet thi wants of No. 17,
no less than the entire town.
It isethe “One District
System.”
This converts the whole town into one schoo}
district, and places all the sehools, including the High
School, under the exclusive control of one Boarp or EpvCATION.
This Act having been adopted the number of schools
should be reduced. There are now twenty-five supported
in town.
Fourteen would accommodate every scholar.
Avoiding the expense of eleven, or even eight schools, and
appropriating the amount thus saved to prolong and improve the remaining ones, is no trifling matter.
But they
could then be well oraded. It is plain tosee how. District
lines being done away with, and a large number of scholars
brought together, it would not be difficult to find twentyfive of nearly equal attainments, who could be placed in a
class together.
As it is now, No. 17 may have eight or
ten who will classify well.
The same time must be devoted to them in recitation as would be necessary for a
class of twenty-five, or else others, either less advanced or
further advanced, must be placed in the class with them.
In the firstinstance, unnecessary expense and little strife
is involved.
In the second, the ever recurring complaint
that one is “kept back”’ and on the other hand, one “has
too long lessons” will be sounding through the district.
Districts No. 1 and 15, and in facet, all the districts in town
have just such eases.
‘This prevents grading.
Unite the
districts, then select the few from one and from another
school—especially in the village—who are of about equal
standing, and place them in classes together, thus avoiding
extra expense, neediess stupidity, “held back” scholars,
“ over-pressed ” scholars and great confusion.
At the forth-coming Annual Town Meeting a Committee
raised for the purpose one year ago, will present to the
town a plan for a new school system. JI commend it to the
most careful consideration of the voters of this district.
If, after due examination and comparison, the proposed
system offers advantages over the present one, let it have

a hearty support.
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I am

thoroughly in favor of the town’s adopting the

One District System.
I believe in it most heartily; but
I do not favor forcing any action upon them.
My chief
desire is to have the matter investigated with the thorough' ness which its importance demands. |When this is done
I gladly submit the case to the best judgment of the voters
of this town.
In case the town votes not to abolish the districts, there
still remains another course, less desirable it is true, but
still of marked advantage, for No. 17, and the remaining
village districts, to pursue. This is to unite Nos. 1, 15 and
. 17, and, if possible, Nos. 9 and 18 into one district. Every
condition necessary for thoroughly grading the village
schools will be provided by this arrangement.
Where
now there are eleven schools supported, eight will be sufficient.
What possible objection is there to having this
done?
These schools could not be continued as many
weeks in the year, as they might be, if the whole town
would consolidate, because, then, as now, a large sum of
school money must be paid by the village to support the
small, poor and extravagant schools in the rural districts.
Aside from this, the plan would be every way favorable to
these schools.
In the event of this being done, or even should the town
schools remain as now, the ‘division of school money must
be cautiously made.
No. 17 has been a great sufferer the
past year; her schools have been cut short several weeks,
as a result of the manner in which the school money was
distributed last March.
It will be remembered that the
money was divided by first giving each distriet—not school
— $75.00, and the balance proportioned according to the
number of scholars.
To make the first division required
$1425.00 of the school money.
The greater part of this is
raised in the village districts, and No. 17 contributes no
small per cent. of it. Each of the smallest schools in town,
and there are several having less than ten scholars, receives

of this sum, the same amount which No. 17, with her four
schools receives.
Or each of the schools outside the lim“4a of the village gets $75.00, while each of the schools in
this

district

has

bunt one

fourth of that sum,

or $18.75.

There is no justice in this.
If the district system is continued, instead of dividing any portion of the money according to the district, it should be according to the schools.

This very just division would give No. 17 $300.00 where
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now she has but $75.00
From whatever stand-point this
subject is viewed, this district is found to suffer by being
deprived of her rights.
As already shown, a division of
school money based on the number of schools, would give
her $225.00 more than was allowed her the past year.

the division

was

based

on the number

would have about $300.00 more.

of scholars,

If

she

A division based on

valuation would also increase the sum considerably.
But what is the result of all this? Why your scholars,
as you all know, were turned into the streets the past
winter, at a time when the term should have been but half
completed.
But your loss is whose gain? Here is the
most saddening feature in the case.
1 say without fear of
successful contradiction, that a very large proportion of it
might just as well be thrown into the fire. It goes to help
a number of schools of four or five scholars sizzle away their
time, when they ought to be connected with other schools
of sufficient size to make good use of their privileges.
I trust this matter will be attended to by the voters of
District No. 17.
The only effectual remedy, in my
opinion, is the abolishment of the districts. A division of
school money by the school first, and then by the scholar,
will help the matter somewhat.
It gives me much pleasure here to allude to the zeal
manifested by a portion of the district in starting two
selects schools, to, in part, make up for the shortness of the

public schools—a Grammar department under the charge
of Miss Walker, and a Primary in the care of Miss Carr.
It was a wise move, without which the first division of
the Grammar school could hardly be prepared to enter the
High School the coming year.
Much might be added to this report in praise of teachers,.
scholars and parents. So far as 1am aware, the most friendly relations have existed, among all parties, and we but
need a proper system to make the schools in Claremont
equal to any in the country.
O. B. WAY, Superintendent.
Claremont, N. H., March 4, 1872.
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REPORT

To tue Leaat

OF COMMITTEE
DISTRICTS.
Voters oF THE Town

ON SCHOOL

oF CLAREMONT :—

The undersigned respectfully represent that, at the last
annual town meeting, a committee was chosen to consider
the matter of re-districting the several school districts, and
to report at the next annual town meeting. George G.
Lewis, one of the committee, was unable to serve, and the
selectmen appointed Russell Jarvis to serve in place of
Mr. Lewis.
Your committee have met several times and carefully
considered the matter in their charge, and, with the consent of the selectmen, have consulted able counsel, and
have come to the unanimous conclusion that the best interests of the town require that all the school districts in
town should be abolished, and that the town should adopt
the provisions of the act entitled ‘ An Act to enable Towns
to abolish their School Districts’—which will unite the
whole town in one district.
The attention of the legal voters of this town has been
repeatedly called to the defects of our present school system,
and, more particularly, in the report of the Superintendent

of Schools, dated March 14th, 1871.

The reports of Super-

intendents, having been usually presented

at our annual

town meetings and read by their titles, have not, perhaps,
attracted the attention of the people to the importance of
some definite action, by the town, to remedy the defects
that have been therein set forth.
Your Committee, in urging the careful consideration of
this matter, cannot refrain from expressing their conviction
that the consolidation of all the districts and the placing
of all the schools under one supervision, would in a short
time, make our schools equal to any in the country.
There are in school districts Nos. 1, 9, 15, 17 and 18,
eleven school rooms, capable of accommodating about six
hundred pupils.
The whole number of different scholars attending district
schools during any one term for the year ending in March
1871 was reported at six hundred and seventy six, and the
average attendance for the same time, was five hundred and
twenty nine.
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Your Committee believe that this plan can be tried for
one year without any expense for building school houses.
Your Committee consider that, in order to fairly equalize the benefits of our schools, each pupil belonging in town,
should receive sufficient compensation, by way of mileage,
to enable those at the greatest distance from school, to
reach the school house as readily as those nearest such
school house.
;
By careful estimates, it is found, that nine hundred and
fifty dollars would pay the mileage for all the average
attendance at the district schools, for the year ending in
March 1871, at the rate of one cent per mile, having all
the schools near the center of the town, and with thirty-six
weeks school term per year.
If schools were continued in several of the most remote
dist: cts, the amount to be appropriated for mileage would
be» y much reduced from the above estimate.
Your Committee, therefore, present the following recommendations and general plan for the regulation of the
schools.
1. To abolish all the School Districts in town, and unite
the whole town in one School District, under the act of
July 2d. 1870.
2. To elect a Boarp or Epucation consisting of three or
Jwe, to have and exercise all the powers and duties of
Superintending, Prudential, and High School Committees,
3. To locate the school houses and to establish schools
as the Board of Education or the Town may decide.

4, To establish a thorough system of GrapEp Scxoo.s,
and to advance the pupils from lower to higher grades only
on careful examination and due qualifications.
5. ‘To establish at least one Grammar School in charge
of a male teacher.
6. To allow all scholars, belonging in town, travel fees
at a certain rate per mile, for each day’s attendance at
school, on such conditions, as to punctuality and good conduct, as the Board

of Education, or the Town, shall pre-

scribe.

Which is respectfully submitted.
DUDLEY T. CHASE,
O. B. WAY,
RUSSELL JARVIS,
Claremont N. H., March 4, 1872.
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